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HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 
VALUE OF THE MONTH – GRATITUDE 
A VALUE IS A PRINCIPLE THAT GUIDES OUR THINKING 
AND BEHAVIOUR 

IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS                                                    

22 sleeps … 

Tuesday’s whole school trip to the Belgrade theatre was the perfect 
start to Hill Farm’s festivities! Beauty and the Beast was absolutely 
brilliant and I felt incredibly privileged to watch the faces of our pupils 
as they laughed, sang and interacted with traditional pantomime 
humour. The children were truly mesmorised by the performance and 
behaved impeccably throughout. Our nursery and reception children 
also had a perfect time when they visited Ash End Farm. They spent the 
day feeding and petting animals, following the winter walk and even 
met Santa Claus who gave them all a gift. 

A special thank you to Mr Owens and the 
year 4 team for the ‘Tales around the fire’ 
evening. Sitting in the dark, around a 
glowing fire with our pupils and families, 
sharing stories and songs really did feel 
very special – thank you to all our families 
that came along. 

Thank you to families who were able to attend our ‘Reading Workshop’ 
last week. I hope you found it useful and have a better understanding 
of how we teach early reading in school. I hope you also found the 
insight into the teaching of phonics using Read, Write Inc helpful and 
can confirm that we will soon have an on-line version available for you 
to use at home to support your child at home. 

Over the coming weeks, there are even more exciting events planned – 
please note the dates section at the back of the newsletter. Next 
Wednesday is ‘Christmas Jumper’ Day and ‘Christmas Dinner’ Day. 
Pupils will then have an afternoon of festive craft activities in 
preparation for their stalls at the Festive Fair. 

The Christmas Fair looks set to be very busy and lots of stalls have 
already been booked. There will also be an opportunity for you to 
create something special with your child in the craft village area. It 
begins at 2:15 pm and you are welcome to collect your child to walk 
around with you – I hear that Father Christmas might just pay a visit 
too! 

 
 

 If you know of any parents looking for a school place for September, 
please could you share that we have another Reception Class Open 
Morning on Tuesday 7th December at 9:30 am. 

Finally, we are saying goodbye to Miss Stanier at the end of the year 
and we are delighted to announce that she will be replaced by Miss 
Willis who has already joined the reception team. Miss Balu is also 
leaving and a recruitment drive is underway. In the meantime, Mr 
Kalnins will continue to teach 5SB. I am sure you will join me in wishing 
both teachers all the best. 

Thank you for your support, 

Dawn Wilson – Headteacher 

 

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY TIMETABLE 
 

We are hosting our Celebration assemblies on Friday mornings. They 
are held in the KS2 Hall and start at 9:00am. We would love if it if you 

could join us with your family and friends. If your child is due to be 
presented with a certificate or an award you will receive an invite to 
the assembly no later than the Wednesday of that week. Please note 
COVID-19 measures such as social distancing and face masks must be 

adhered to, to help keep our school safe. 
 

09th December 2021 – 4DJ Class Assembly  
10th December 2021 – KS1 Celebration Assembly 

 
 

DONATIONS 

 
Thank you for the generous 

donations of bottles that were given 
in to school last week ready for our 

Christmas Fair. 
 

TRAINEE TA POSITION 
 

Have you ever considered training to become a 
Teaching Assistant? 

 Hill Farm have vacancies for a trainee Teaching 
Assistant and two Apprenticeship 

opportunities. If you have GCSE grade C/5 or 
equivalent in Maths and English and want to 

find out more information – then please apply via the Castle Phoenix 
website.  

INHALERS AND MEDICATION 
 

Just a reminder to parents/carers 
to check the dates on inhalers and 
medication in school as some may 

now be out of date. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

https://birtenshaw.org.uk/birtenshaw-school-re-joins-artsmark/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https://redgates.croydon.sch.uk/music-mark-school-member-2018-2019/&psig=AOvVaw3k3uQbRjYjO10GI2LiG10O&ust=1573730786129223
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SCHOOL VALUE AWARD WINNERS FOR KS2 
 

 
 

Year 3 - Lathif for being a role model for his peers. His is always 
respectful to everyone and always tries his best in his work.   

Year 3 - Elham for being a determined, resilient learner who always 
tries his best. He makes good contributions to lessons using a 
growing range of English vocabulary. Well done Elham! 

Year 4 - Emily is an amazing member of 4DJ, and a great role model 
to the whole class. Not a day goes by when she doesn't try her best, 
she is always determined to get to the challenge and takes great 
pride in her work, keep it up Emily!   

Year 4 - Sanatan for always greeting Miss Fowell with an enormous 
smile and for being a kind, patient and tolerant child when working 
alongside his peers. He brightens up everyone's day with his 
positive attitude and determination to succeed in every lesson. 
Recently, Sanatan has worked extremely hard to reduce the size of 
his handwriting and is working hard to achieve his pen licence. 
Keep up the great work! 

Year 4 - Mahfuz for being an outstanding learner since day one. 
Always on task, always trying his hardest and always with a smile 
on his face. He has a cracking sense of humour. We'll done Mahfuz, 
keep it up. 

Year 5 - Benjamin for showing excellent perseverance last week 
when we all sat our tests. Especially in maths! He made Mrs Ward 
and Mrs Sheriff extremely proud. 

Year 5 - Abinash for being a model student and for always being 
ready to contribute during lessons. 

Year 5 - Taylor for her fantastic attitude towards working 
collaboratively during our Design and Technology week. 

Year 6 - Isabella - for her creativity and imagination and - extra 
specially - for extending her learning at home. Isabella has not only 
been practising SATs type questions but has shown a passion for 
writing exceptional stories. All this work at home has allowed her to 
make accelerated progress in her writing and her books are looking 
better than ever! Keep it up! 

Year 6 - Caitlyn from day 1, has consistently shown her values in 
everything she does. Especially her focus and determination in 
Maths where she has really cracked the chunking method. 

Year 6 -  Iqra for designing an excellent beach bag and helping 
others to achieve success. She is always happy to help others and 
completes work to the best of her abilities. Well done Iqra! 

 

READING 

Did you know that encouraging your child to read just 
two pages of a book each evening can increase their 
reading age by up to six months! We know that being a 
fluent reader is the key to accessing all areas of the 
curriculum and we want every child to develop a love of 
reading. We have free books available in Main Entrance – 
just help yourself and create a library of wonderful texts 
for your children to access at home. We also welcome 
donations of good quality children’s books too! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FEATURED YEAR GROUP ARTICLES  
 

 

 
Our Bonfire and Folk Evening 

 

 
 

We have had a very exciting time lately in year 4! 
On Thursday last week, we were invited to a bonfire evening. It 

was great fun, we told folk stories, sang songs, drank hot 
chocolate and even toasted some marshmallows on the fire! It 
felt like we were camping, however, we all got to go home to 

some cosy, warm beds! 
 

The Victorian Workshop 

 

 
On Wednesday, we had a visit from a Victorian workshop group! 

They showed us what type of jobs a Victorian servant would 
have done, the games that children played in the Victorian 

times (they were very different; no technology-can you believe 
it?!) and we completed some riddles! 

 It was a great day, but we are all very glad that we are in 
modern schools of today and not the strict, scary Victorian ones. 

 

JUNIOR ARTS COUNCIL 
 

We are very pleased to 
announce that we have 

appointed a new 
 Junior Arts Council. 

 Year 5 children entered a 
competition for the 

opportunity to join the 
new Junior Arts Council (JAC) within our school.  

Our new JAC members are: 
Caitlyn, Hamdy and Keyante 

 

These children will support Miss Fowell in filling Hill Farm with 
Art and will also, occasionally, meet children from other schools 

to share creative ideas. 
 
 

Headlines from Year 4 
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ATTENDANCE 

 

 
 

MOVEMBER 
 

Movember is an annual event involving the 
growing of moustaches during the month of 
November to raise awareness of men's health 
issues, such as prostate cancer, testicular 

cancer, and men's suicide. Two of our lovely teachers, Mr Owens and 
Mr Rooks, are taking part this year. Progress; Day 1, Day 18, Day 30 

Day 1 

    
 

Day 18 

                                                                                                                                                         
 

Day 30 

              
 

CHILDREN IN NEED 
 

Thank for your kind donations to 
Children in Need this year. 

We managed to raise 

£139.85 
for this very worthy cause. 
 

 

FESTIVE CRAFT FAIR 

 
We are holding our Festive Craft Fair this year, on  
Friday 10th December, 2021 beginning at 2:15pm. 

 If you would like to hire a stall for £5 to sell any Christmas crafts, please 

contact the office or Miss Edwards. 
 

WINTER SPARKLE DAY 
 

On Friday 17th December, children can come to 
school in their pajamas to have breakfast 

together. Once changed into their day clothes, 
there will be a Surprise Assembly and then class 

parties and games. 
 

School will close at 3:20pm 
 

READING PASSPORTS  
 

 
Dear enthusiastic readers,  

We are 13 days away from our Antartica reading 
party, so if you have not yet reached your 

destination then make sure that you are reading at 
home and ensure that an adult signs your diary! 

Once you have reached your destination, you will 
get a stamp sticker to add to your collection at the 
back of your reading passport, how exciting! Don't 

forget that all reading counts, even this 
newsletter- yes! Go and get your parent to sign 

your diary! 
 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH  
 

Please remember it’s 
Christmas lunch day on 

Wednesday 8th 
December 2021.  

If you haven’t ordered a 
dinner, you will need to send your child with a packed lunch on that 

day. Your child can also bring a cracker into school that day, to pull with 
their friends. 

COVID 19 SYMPTOMS 
 

We would ask that if your child shows 
any Covid-19 symptoms, you take 

them for a PCR test and inform school 
of the result. It is no longer necessary 
for close contacts of positive cases to 

self-isolate. If there were a number of cases in school, then we would 
seek advice from the local authority and public health and some safety 

measures could be re-instated. If you have any queries or concerns about 
this or anything else, please do not hesitate to contact the school office. 



KEY DATES 

ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE SHOULD COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS NEED TO BE RE-INTRODUCED 

Tuesday 7th December – Reception Open Morning for September 2022 pupils 9:30am 

 

Wednesday 8th December – Christmas Jumper Day 

 

 

Wednesday 8th December – Christmas Dinner Day – Bring a Cracker 

 

 

Friday 10th December – Festive Craft Fair 2:15pm - £5/Stall please contact the office or Miss Edwards 

Monday 13th December – EYFS Festive Production 9:30am and 2:00pm 

Monday 13th December – Year 5 & 6 Carols by Candlelight 5:30pm 

Tuesday 14th December – KS1 Festive Production 2:00pm and 5:30pm 

Wednesday 15th December – Years 3 & 4 Carols by Candlelight 5:30pm  

 

Friday 17th December – Winter Sparkle Day  - Children can come to school in their P.Js to have breakfast together. Once changed 
there will be a Surprise Assembly and the class party and games - School closes at 3:20pm for the Holidays 

 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 – School Closed for Teacher Training Day 

 

Wednesday 5th January 2022 – School Gates Open at 8:30am 

Friday 28th January 2022 – “Friends of Hill Farm” meeting at 2:30pm 
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