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HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 
VALUE OF THE MONTH – CURIOSITY 
A VALUE IS A PRINCIPLE THAT GUIDES OUR THINKING 
AND BEHAVIOUR 

Dear Parent/Carer 

There have been so many knowledge rich experiences over the last 
couple of weeks at Hill Farm with lots going on in and out of school! 
 

The Drama Hut came into to work with our year 1 
pupils who experienced travelling back in time to 
Scutari Hospital to meet Florence Nightingale!  
 

 

They practiced their nursing skills by bandaging wounded 
soldiers (teddy bears) and shared experiences of what life 
would have been like during this time. 
 

Nursery have been investigating ‘changing state’ in science by  
making ice-cream. The children observed and discussed how a liquid 
changes to a solid when frozen and also got to enjoy a tasty treat. 
 

Our year 4 pupils had a great time 
when they visited the Herbert Art 
Gallery and Year 3 pupils travelled 
back in time to Ancient Greece – they 
even met the goddess Athena!  
 
This week was Children’s Mental Health Week and pupils at Hill Farm 
took part in fun and creative assemblies and lessons to help 
understand what mental health is. Children created posters, hot air 
balloons and stars to identify different feelings and emotions and how 
they can start to recognize and manage them. 
 

On Tuesday, all pupils took part in Safer Internet Day which had the 
theme of ‘’All fun and games?’ The aim was to raise awareness around 
staying safe whilst using the internet. West Midlands Police offer 
internet safety workshops for parents if you need more advice on how 
to keep your child safe on-line please follow the link below:  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/internet-safety-workshops-tickets-
171042912957 

 

Reading is still a priority at Hill Farm and to further develop a love of 
reading, we have introduced ‘Reading Rucksacks’ for our KS1 children. 
Thank you to all the parents that are taking photos of the different 
places you are reading with your children. Remember – even if you only 
read two pages per night you can help increase your child’s reading age 
by 8 months! 
 

Finally, we are delighted that the easing of some Covid restrictions 
means we can hold in-person parents evening appointments. These will 
be held week commencing 21 March – look out for more details 
shortly. 
  

Thank you as always for your support, 
 

Dawn Wilson – Headteacher 

 
 

 
 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
 

There are spaces available in the Breakfast 
Club. It opens at 7:45 am until 8:30 am and is 
only £2.50 per pupil, per day.  Payment 
should be made at least one week in advance 
at the office if possible.  It is essential that 
children are booked in and do not just arrive 

on the day. If you have any queries, please contact the office. 
 

COVID 19 UPDATE 
 

 
As you will be aware, as of 24th January some restrictions were lifted.  
But we would kindly ask that you continue to wear a face covering if 
entering the building and follow the one-way system in and out of 
school. We are also still limiting the number of visitors in school so 

celebration assemblies will continue to be held virtually.  
Thank you for your understanding and for your ongoing support with 
LFD/PCR testing. If you have any Covid related queries, then please 

speak to the office or class teacher. 
 
 

SAFER INTERNET DAY  
 

 
On Tuesday, the children took part in Safer Internet Day. They 

learnt how to keep themselves safe when playing games online 
and how to behave respectfully when using the internet and 
social media.  We have also included a Safer Internet Parent 
Page on the School Website, where you will find an Online 

Safety Presentation and useful resources to help you talk to 
your children about online safety and behaviour. 

Please do take a look! 

https://birtenshaw.org.uk/birtenshaw-school-re-joins-artsmark/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https://redgates.croydon.sch.uk/music-mark-school-member-2018-2019/&psig=AOvVaw3k3uQbRjYjO10GI2LiG10O&ust=1573730786129223
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/internet-safety-workshops-tickets-171042912957
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/internet-safety-workshops-tickets-171042912957


PLEASE FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK   TWITTER @hillfarmprimary OR VIA FIREFLY

 
 

SCHOOL VALUE AWARD WINNERS 

 
1JH - John has made massive progress with his reading and maths this 
half term. He is trying his very best every day and persevering even 
when the works gets tricky. 
1NR - T'Rayah has been on fire the past few weeks! She has been 
showing a positive attitude to learning in every lesson and is always 
keen to challenge herself. Keep up the fantastic work T'Rayah! 
2KK - Roxy for being inquisitive by asking questions about our Great 
fire of London on our trip to Selly Manor. She was curious and asked 
interesting questions. Well done, Roxy!  
2LL - Ionut for showing great determination in Maths and English. He 
tried hard during his big write in English to include everything on the 
success criteria. In Maths he has shown great perseverance when 
playing TTRS to learn his timetables. 
3MB - Dominik for always asking great questions to further his 
learning. He is really demonstrating the value of curiosity. 
3NW - Darshan as he has been listening carefully and working hard, 
especially in Maths, while Ms Brown has been teaching some of his 
class this week. 
3KB -  Szymon for always showing curiosity and enthusiasm in his 
learning. He is also a kind and friendly member of our class, who always 
has a smile for others! 
4EF - Kmari for a determined, positive and resilient approach to 
learning. This week, Kmari has taken enormous pride in the 
presentation and quality of his writing, challenging himself to include 
conjunctions and adjectives. In reading, he has sounded out words he is 
unsure of and asked questions to develop his understanding even 
more. Great job! 
4SO – Jennifer because Mr Owens has been so impressed with 
Jennifer's kindness recently. She has shown herself to be a true friend 
and has worked incredibly hard to help children on her table when they 
are in difficulty. Her writing has also amazed Mr Owens as she is trying 
so hard to get a pen license. Keep it up Jennifer, you'll get one soon! 
4DJ - JJ is an AMAZING member of 4DJ, he comes in everyday and 
brings joy into the classroom. Not a day goes by where he doesn't try 
his absolute best in all lessons. He has an infectious smile and shows 
every value. What a superstar you are JJ! 
5SB -  Kanishan for his use of language manipulation in his writing. Mr 
Kalnins is also extremely impressed with his depth of understanding in 
his maths. Whatever is 'thrown' at him, he uses his growth mindset and 
resilience. An excellent week- well done. 
5DL - Luca for always having a great attitude to learning. He has tried 
hard with his writing this week and has great ideas for his Beowulf 
story, Mrs Lucas can't wait to read it! 
5SM - Joshua for his unending enthusiasm towards his work. He is 
always striving to do better and amaze everyone with his writing and 
his unfailing determination within Maths. Keep it up, you are a real 
credit to the school and especially your class. 
6SE -  Harveer is incredibly focused in Maths, avoids distractions and is 
ambitious to work hard and achieve his best! No problem is too 
complex and no calculation too complicated for Harveer and, when his 
resilience is put to the test, he always wins! Well done Harveer and 
keep up the excellent work!  
6GC - Ksavier - for consistent dedication to challenging himself across 
the curriculum. This is why you are a genius in the making. 
6PR -  Andrew for working extremely hard in his English lessons this 
week. He has been determined to complete work to the best of his 
ability and is showing curiosity in his learning. He is always helping 
others and is a pleasure to have in the classroom. Well done Andrew!  
 
 

 
 

YEAR 6 SATS  
 

Year 6 SATs tests are fast 
approaching and the 

children and staff in Year 6 
are working exceptionally 
hard with their learning in 

English and Maths. 
Please keep an eye out for a 
letter inviting you to a SATs 

meeting where you'll receive 
Top Tips to keep calm and conquer the tests! 

The Year 6 team will also be selling excellent revision guides to 
ensure the children have plenty of practice before the tests so 
they're not worried about the types of questions they'll be up 

against! 
Please speak to any member of the Year 6 team if you have any 

questions in the meantime. 
 

SCHOOL MATTERS 
 

We are pleased to see that despite the 
current challenges we are facing with 

COVID, our attendance figures, are still 
good, last week our weekly attendance 

was 94%. 
                 Our aim continues to be the national average of 96% 
 

READING PASSPORTS 
 

The next stop on our reading journey is 
Brazil! Here is a sneak preview of what 

might happen; 
 Get your feathers and your dancing 

shoes on...  
Brazil is famous for a CARNIVAL! 

 

READING  
 

Did you know that encouraging 
your child to read just two pages 

of a book each evening can 
increase their reading age by up to 
six months! We know that being a 

fluent reader is the key to 
accessing all areas of the 

curriculum and we want every child 
to develop a love of reading. We have free books available in Main 

Entrance – just help yourself and create a library of wonderful texts for 
your children to access at home. We also welcome donations of good 

quality children’s books too 
 

WORLD BOOK DAY 
 

On Friday 4th March, children are 
invited to dress up as a mythical, 
magical or mysterious character!  

The possibilities are endless: a witch or 
wizard from Harry Potter (or maybe 

even the basilisk or the three headed 
dog!), a character from The Lion, the 

Witch and the Wardrobe or the Wizard 
of Oz, Zog the dragon, a character 

from a Greek myth, mysterious 
Matilda, the BFG or perhaps a talking animal from The Wind in the 

Willows! The more imaginative, the better! 
 



PLEASE FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK   TWITTER @hillfarmprimary OR VIA FIREFLY

 
 

NSPCC NUMBER DAY  
Last Friday, Hill Farm took part in the 
NSPCC Number day. Around school, there 
were many exciting activities taking place. 
Year 6 became designers, making a game 
for their age group then pitching their ideas 
Dragon’s Den style. In Year 3, the children 

had a house quiz ‘Mathstermind’ and also made games to help 
with their times tables facts. Down in Nursery, they were exploring 
numbers in play, using pom poms for counting and sand to write 
their numbers in. 

 
We were extremely pleased to be the TOP SCORING primary school 
in our Trust in the TTRS challenge, after collectively scoring 129,776 

correct answers over the week! Well done to 5SM and 5SB who 
were the first and second placed classes in the competition, and to 

Jennorshan, Abinash and Aaisha who were the highest scoring 
players at our school. Well Done!! 

Remember, we are still doing weekly TTRS year group competitions 
and the winners of the half term will be announced next week. 

Regular practice of times tables at home really supports the 
children with many areas of Maths in school. 

 

JUNIOR BAKE OFF  
 

 
 

We have been asked to let you know that Channel 4 have 
recently opened applications for the 8th series of 

“Junior Bake Off” 

A programme that celebrates the culinary talent and ambition 
of the younger generation in Britain. 

They are looking for young budding bakers 

between 9-12 years old. 

Filming would take place from July 2022, but the application 
closing date is on Sunday 13th March 2022. 

 

FEATURED YEAR GROUP ARTICLES  
 

 

 
Our Trip to Selly Manor 

 

We had a wonderful time on our trip last Thursday. We had a 
tour of a Tudor house. First we looked round the kitchen, look 

what we found.  

   
Then we went into the Tudor living room, where we saw how 

they used the spit to cook and how they lit the fire.  

  
After that we looked upstairs in the bedroom. We looked at the 

beds of both a rich and a poor person.  
We even got to try out the bed that poor people slept in! 

 

    
We also retold the key events of the Great Fire of London 
through role play. And we got to dress up! Check it out! 

 
 

Our Reading 
 

Year 2 are thoroughly enjoying taking their Reading Rucksacks 
home each week. 

 We have loved reading them in a range of places. 
 Check out our photos from home!   

 

 
PARKING 

 

Just a reminder to ask for 
you all to be considerate of 
others, when dropping off 
and collecting your child. 

We have had several reports 
of near misses where cars 
have mounted pavements 

around the school’s 
perimeter and could of caused injury to pedestrians. 

 
 

Headlines from Year 2 



KEY DATES 2022 

ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE SHOULD COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS NEED TO BE RE-INTRODUCED 

Date Year Group Event 

Friday 18th February Whole School School Closes for Half Term at 3:20pm 

 

Monday 28th February Whole School School Opens at 8:30am 

 

Thursday 3rd March Whole School (who have School 
meals) 

“Hogwarts Great Hall Feast” lunch  

for World Book Day 

 

Friday 4th March Whole School  

Fancy Dress for 
World Book Day 

Tuesday 8th March Classes 4DJ & 4EF Herbert Art 
Gallery & 

Museum Trip 

Wednesday 9th March Reception & Year 6 classes only  NHS Initative 
Heights & Weights 

Thursday 10th March Class 4SO Herbert Art 
Gallery & 

Museum Trip 

Friday 18th March Whole School  

Red Nose Day – Comic Relief  

Monday 21st – Friday 25th March Whole School 

 

Monday 4th – Thursday 7th April Whole School 

 

Friday 8th April Whole School School Closes for Easter Holidays at 3:20pm 

 

Monday 25th April Whole School School Gates Open at 8:30am 

 

Monday 2nd May Whole School School Closed for May Day Bank Holiday  

 

Tuesday 3rd May Whole School  

School Gates Open at 
8:30am 

 


