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Hill Farm Primary School believes that History makes a valuable and distinctive contribution to 

pupils’ education. History shapes the customs and beliefs of the communities to which we belong. 

Learning about the past and the methods used to study sources and draw conclusions helps our 

pupils to make sense of the world and contribute to the world in which they live.    

A theme-based approach to curriculum planning is employed within the school. The teaching of 

History is organised through termly or half-termly topics.  

The school’s aims are to:  

Our aim is to develop our children as historians, providing them with the skills to further their 

learning independently.   

* To incorporate our school values into all lessons, to develop the children as confident, positive 

learners.  

* To help pupils develop a sense of identity through learning about their family, the development of 

their community, Britain, Europe and the world.  

* To introduce children to what is involved in understanding and interpreting the past.   

* To develop a range of skills necessary for historical enquiry and interpretation.   

* To arouse an interest in the past and an appreciation of human achievement and inspirations.   



 

 

 

* To understand the present in the light of the past; the influence that events in the past have in 

shaping the present.   

* To develop children’s knowledge and understanding of major issues and events in the history of 

their own country and others.   

* To develop an understanding of the concepts of time and chronology, in order to provide a 

framework for understanding the past.   

* To understand the difference between the past and present and that people of other times and 

places may have held different values and attitudes from ours.   

* To communicate clearly employing a wide range of media.  

* To enrich other areas of the curriculum.  

  

The National Curriculum aims in history are to ensure that all pupils:  

“A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of 

Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the 

past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift 

arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the 

complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships 

between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.”  The 2014 

Primary National Curriculum in England, History.  

At Hill Farm, the children will learn:  

  

• To know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, 

from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and 

how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world  

• To know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of 

ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past 

non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind   

• To gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, 

‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’   

• To understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, 

similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, 

analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, 

including written narratives and analyses   

• To understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously 

to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and 

interpretations of the past have been constructed History – key stages 1 and 2 2  

• To gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, 

understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; 

between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between 

short- and long-term timescales.  



 

 

 

  

  

Objectives/Topics Covered  

Key Stage 1  

Pupils should be taught about:  

Using common words and phrases to describe the past, identifying similarities and differences 

between ways of life in different periods. Children are encouraged to ask and answer questions 

about historical events, taught through stories and other sources. They will identify ways in which 

we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented. Pupils will begin to 

learn about historical periods they will study in more depth at key stage 2. Key historical events that 

they will learn about include;   

• Y1 - I’ll Tell You My Story  o changes within living memory.   

o significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.   

  

• Y1 - Superheroes: Do they live among us?  

o changes within living memory, including aspects of change in national life   o 

significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.  o events 

beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally o the lives of 

significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international 

achievements.  

  

• Y2 – Fire: Fear and Fury (The Great Fire of London) o events beyond living memory that 

are significant nationally or globally  o the lives of significant individuals in the past who 

have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to 

compare aspects of life in different periods   

  

• Y2 – A Kingdom United (Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria) o significant historical events, 

people and places in their own locality.   

o the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in 

different periods   

  

• Y2 – Inside the Marvellous Mind of Roald Dahl o the lives of significant individuals in the 

past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be 

used to compare aspects of life in different periods   

  

  

Key Stage 2  

Pupils should be taught about:  

Developing a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history. 

The children will make connections, note contrasts and trends over time using key historical terms. 

Across key stage 2, children will develop the questions they ask about historical changes, causes, 

similarities, differences and significance. They will be taught to construct informed responses that 

involve organisation of relevant historical information. In depth studies of historical time periods will 



 

 

 

be taught to build on what the children learnt in key stage 1. Key historical events that the children 

will learn include;  

• Y3 Stone Age o changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age,   

• Y3 – The Rotten Romans o the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain,   

• Y3 – Groovy Greeks  o Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and 

their influence on the western world   

• Y4 – Anglo Saxons and the Vikings o Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots,   

o the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of 

Edward the Confessor,   

• Y5 – Is It Right to Fight? (WW2) o a local history study, a study of an aspect or theme in 

British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066,   

• Y5 – Tomb Raiders (Ancient Egyptians)  o the achievements of the earliest civilizations – 

an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one 

of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of 

Ancient China   

• Y6 – The Mayans  o a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – 

one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; 

Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300.  

• Y6 – Crime and Punishment o a local history study, a study of an aspect or theme in 

British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066,   

Planning and Evaluation  

Long term History planning, mapped out by the subject leaders, is informed by the National 

Curriculum, ensuring coverage of all the key subject content.  Teachers use the long term plans to 

develop medium term planning in a Theme-based approach.  Teachers are responsible for 

developing lesson plans to engage the children and to bring History to life.  They do this by planning 

inspiring activities, such as wow days to begin new themes, trips to enhance the children’s learning 

and a series of lessons pitched appropriately for their year group.  This is regularly quality assured by 

the subject leader.      

Assessment  

The assessment of children’s learning in History is ongoing to ensure that understanding is being 

achieved and that progress is being made.   Pupils` understanding is checked effectively both in and 

after lessons. Teachers use observation, questioning and discussion to support formative assessment 

during the teaching of each objective. Feedback to address misconceptions or challenge learning 

further is provided to the pupils and they have time to reflect and respond to this.  Formative 

assessment of pupil progress against the key skills progression is used to support teacher’s 

judgements, to inform future planning and to facilitate differentiation.  Progress is reported to 

parents/carers orally as well as in a written report. These judgements are validated by continuous 

moderation.   

  

  


