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Introduction  

Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity (as an integral part of the national 

curriculum) and is a key skill for everyday life which provides an opening to other cultures. At 

Hill Farm Primary School, we recognise the importance of providing pupils with a level of 

curiosity which will deepen their understanding of the wider world around them and the 

differences inherent in it. We recognise that pupils are entitled to a broad and balanced 

language education with a progressive and structured approach to learning about languages 

and other cultures throughout the world with a particular focus on French and the cultures of 

our own student body.  

The school’s aims are to:  

• Provide a broad, challenging and enjoyable curriculum for pupils, meeting the 

requirements of the national curriculum programmes of study for languages   

• Respect and celebrate the diversity we have within our school and community in 

terms of other languages and backgrounds  

• Equip pupils with the necessary skills and confidence to continue their study of 

languages into secondary school and equip them with skills for communicating in the 

wider world   

• Provide staff with the means and training to optimise their understanding of language 

acquisition and the many skills involved – including how these skills link across the 

curriculum  

The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic 

sources  

• speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 

communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 
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questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and 

intonation  

• can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of 

grammatical structures that they have learnt  

• discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.  

Rationale  

The school believes that language acquisition and effective communication:  

• are crucial life skills necessary for pupils to fully participate in a modern diverse world  

• can inspire, motivate and enthuse pupils to express themselves in a range of ways  

• provides opportunities for collaboration and communication through group working  

• meets the individual needs and abilities of each pupil  

• presents information in new ways, helping pupils to understand, access and use it 

more readily  

• reinforces skills which can be used throughout the curriculum and later life  

  

  

  

Objectives Key Stage 1  

By the end of Key Stage 1, pupils will be exposed to a range of languages through music, 

song and less formal methods. They will focus on building the skills of language and 

communication through increasing their understanding of languages and world culture. This 

will look at building their awareness of the structures of languages and the use of tools such 

as dictionaries. This will focus on English but build the skills needed for learning any 

language. Children will also be exposed to other cultures through events during the year and 

stories from other cultures. Children will look at building their skills of pronunciation and 

recreating sounds as the first steps to learning a new language. Many of these skills will link 

with English lessons and other areas of the curriculum.  

Key Stage 2  

By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils will be able to:  

• listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 

responding  

• explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the 

spelling, sound and meaning of words  

• explore the phonic structure of a language through repetition and imitation, 

increasing in fluency and further linking it with written language as they progress  

• engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond 

to those of others; seek clarification and help*  

• speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 

structures  

• develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they 

are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases  

• present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences  

• read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  



• appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  

• broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are 

introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary  

• write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express 

ideas clearly  

• describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing  

• understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including: 

feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; 

key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build 

sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English.  

Planning and Evaluation  

The languages curriculum is designed to respond to the aims of the national curriculum and 

provides activities which enable children to develop their skills in communication and 

understanding as well as broaden their understanding of the wider world. We aim to provide 

a basis in the key skills children will need as they move into Key Stage 3.  

Medium term planning is completed by the languages subject leader who shares this with 

class teachers. Planning for teaching is regularly reviewed in response to evaluation and 

pupil questionnaires and, as far as possible, developments in teaching languages. Specific 

learning activities are planned and developed by the subject leader and updated in response 

to ongoing CPD undertaken by the coordinator and as pupil capability advances through 

specialist teaching. The subject leader will provide resources and advice to individual class 

teachers in how to adapt the planning to their individual class and needs.   

As children and staff become more skilled in the language, the lesson content will be 

expanded to further develop skills and will reinforce and spread good practice throughout 

the school.  

Assessment   

Pupils’ understanding is checked systematically and effectively in lessons. We provide 

children with verbal feedback about what they can do to improve their knowledge, 

understanding and skills. This informs the languages curriculum for the following year and 

supports teachers in adapting medium and short term planning. Children will also be given 

regular opportunities to assess their own language acquisition and skills.  

Monitoring   

The subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of the children’s work and the 

quality of teaching. The subject leader is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the 

teaching of languages, for being informed about current developments in the subject, and for 

providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.   


