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HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 
VALUE OF THE HALF TERM – ALTRUISM 
A VALUE IS A PRINCIPLE THAT GUIDES OUR THINKING AND 
BEHAVIOUR 
Dear Parent/Carer 
I am delighted to announce that the new Hill Farm Community library 
will be opened on Friday 23rd February. A letter detailing all the 
exciting reading events taking place that day will be sent home with 
your child shortly. In the meantime, please note that children will be 
able to come to school dressed as a character from their favourite 
book! 

To develop a love of reading for all our 
pupils and promote reading at home, 
we are giving away FREE books. Every 
Friday, until the library opens there will 
be a selection of children’s books you 
can take to stock up your library at 

home. Reading with your children is one of the most important things 
you can do – even if it is just a story at bedtime both you and your child 
will create happy memories of reading that last a lifetime. 
I am sure your child will have mentioned Oracy to you when you chat 
about learning at school and if you weren’t able to attend the Hill Farm 
Oracy event you may be unsure about how developing your child’s 
oracy skills can really help to deepen their subject knowledge and 
understanding through talk. 
Hill Farm is committed to provide a high quality oracy education so that 
students can articulate their ideas and become confident 
communicators and more effective speakers and listeners. If you ask 
your child about oracy, they should say, “Oracy is: 
Learning to talk, Learning through talk and Learning to Listen.” 
There are four strands of oracy that we teach at Hill Farm; Physical, 
Linguistic, Cognitive and Social and Emotional and your child learns 
about these in whole school assemblies and through daily class 
teaching. If you would like to know more we will be hosting another 
oracy event next term or you can look at the Voice 21 website. 

  Voice 21 | Oracy | United Kingdom 
Finally, a huge well done to Miss Lessels class who achieved 100% 
attendance last week and won extra breaktime. Unfortunately, Hill 
Farm whole school attendance has dipped to 94.5%. We would really 
love to get to at least 96% each week and you can help us by only 
keeping your children off school if they are ill. Please make 
appointments where possible outside of school time and please avoid 
booking holidays in term time. Children really miss out when they are 
not in school – they miss valuable learning that results in gaps in their 
knowledge and also miss time with their friends. If you are struggling 
getting your child to school, please contact Mrs Hammond on 02476 
595 455 to arrange a meeting. 
Thank you for your support, 
 

Dawn Wilson – Headteacher 

 
 

 

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY TIMETABLE 
 

Our Celebration assemblies for Years 
1 to 5 are held in the KS2 Hall and 
start at 9:00am. Year 6 have a 
monthly showcase/celebration 

assembly starting at 2:45pm on Tuesdays. We would love it if you 
could join us with your family and friends. If your child is due to be 
presented with a certificate or an award you will receive an invite 
to the assembly no later than the Wednesday of that week. 
  

• Friday 2 February 2024 - Y1-5 Celebration Assembly 

• Tuesday 6 February 2024 - 5DL Class Assembly 
 
 

ATTENDANCE  
 

  
Hill Farm Primary School is continuing to focus on attendance 

and punctuality. Our aim as school is for every child to achieve at 
least 96% attendance. Whole school attendance is currently  

94.5% 

 
Please don’t let your child miss out on the education they deserve 

 

TIME TO TALK’ APPOINTMENTS 
 

We offer weekly 
 'Time to Talk' 

parent/carer appointments with 
 Miss Roper (SENCO). It is an 

opportunity to talk about any 
questions or concerns you 

might have or to discuss progress, additional needs or SEN support for your 
child. Appointments are available every Wednesday and can be made via 

the office. ‘Time to Talk’ appointments are available 

 at 8:30am or 8:50am.  
 

https://birtenshaw.org.uk/birtenshaw-school-re-joins-artsmark/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https://redgates.croydon.sch.uk/music-mark-school-member-2018-2019/&psig=AOvVaw3k3uQbRjYjO10GI2LiG10O&ust=1573730786129223
https://voice21.org/
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SCHOOL VALUES AWARD – CLASS WINNERS 

 

1JH - Prisha for having a fantastic attitude to learning. For always trying to 
challenge herself in everything she does and always being happy to explain 
her understanding to her friends using clear full sentences.  

1JH - King for showing hard work and determination in phonics. King is 
working really hard to learn lots of new sounds to help him with his 
reading. 

1BM - Erin for fantastic effort in her phonics. She has showed resilience 
and determination learning and using her new set 3 sounds. 

1BM - Raja for working hard to blend in phonics. He has been using his 
magnetic letters to help him blend his sounds. Well done Raja. 

2LL - Habil for great determination in Maths last week when he was 
counting money. He was able to recognise coins and their values. He even 
challenged himself to count different amounts of money.  

2LL - Arpit for taking great pride in her English work. Her work is always 
neatly presented. She has used great perseverance this week when writing 
a diary entry which included all the features on our success criteria.    

2JF - Mirthik is a delight to have in 2JF. Mirthik shows his values 
throughout the day and is an amazing role model for our whole corridor. In 
year two we can see a big change in Mirthik’s work; being able to work 
independently and his handwriting is amazing! 

2JF - Cayson has had the best few weeks back this term. We have seen 
such a positive change in his behaviour. He is showing his value of altruism 
not only in our classroom but outside on the playground too. Miss Frogley, 
Miss Howe and Miss Glidle are so happy with you Cayson! 

3EF - Mohammed for showing perseverance and determination with his 
handwriting. Mohammed puts in 100% effort every day and carefully 
listens to feedback to improve his letter formation. 

3EF - Daria takes enormous pride in the presentation and quality of 
everything she does. She had blown Miss Fowell away last week with her 
determination to use her sound mat to improve her spelling. 

3SM - Tomasz for continuing to show kindness and generosity of time 
towards others. 

3SM - Charlie for being determined to focus and show excellent progress 
across the curriculum. 

4DJ - Cohen for writing a brilliant poem and challenging himself to use 
features like a simile and personification. He even used rhyming in his 
poem! 

4DJ - Ariana for showing great determination in maths, she has been 
completing really challenging investigations but always doing so with a 
smile on her face. Aside from being a great mathematician, Ariana shows 
all of her values all of the time, she is a brilliant role model! 

4EB - Cyprus. Not only is Cyprus our values ambassador, she is an amazing 
role-model in class too! Cyprus takes great pride in her writing and this is 
due to her beautiful handwriting. Last week, Cyprus had tried really hard to 
take on any feedback and implement it in her writing. 

4EB - Rigesh for welcoming a new member into 4EB! Rigesh has been so 
kind in the classroom and outside on the playground. He is a very 
determined member of the class - he enjoys joining in on group 
discussions and we all benefit from his suggestions.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

SCHOOL VALUES AWARD – CLASS WINNERS 

 

5DL - Reece for his determination to succeed. He has been working so hard 
last week on his targets and is becoming more confident in his own 
abilities. Keep it up Reece! 

5DL - Antonia for her constant and never-ending kindness. She is always 
willing to help others, share what she has or say something nice and she 
never fails to put a smile on my face. 

5MB - Anmolveer for her excellent motivation at school and with 
homework. In particular, Anmolveer has produced some amazing written 
work with outstanding vocabulary. 

5MB - Emmanuel for challenging himself to improve his work. He strives to 
be the best that he can be. 

LUNCHTIME SUPERVISORS AWARDS 
Year 1 - Billy for showing patience and kindness 
in the playground and for being very well 
behaved in dining hall.   

Year 2 - Mahveen for always being good at 
lunchtime. Also, for listening and playing nicely 

with other children. Well done Mahveen 😃.  

 Year 3 - Samuel for playing really nicely and 
encouraging other children to use their values. 

Year 4 - Ariana always shows her school values she is polite, patient and 
kind to others well done. 
Year 5 - Emmanuel for his polite manners and being well behaved both at 
lunch time and play time. 
Year 6 - Armaan for always showing his values and being a polite young 
man when talking to adults and also being respectful of others around him, 
when moving around the dining hall during lunchtimes. Well done Armaan. 
 

 

NEWSLETTER NATTER 
 

Debate this week's Newsletter Natter  
at home with your family and friends to 

put your Oracy skills to the test. 
 

• We should ban cars from city centres 

 

DISCO PARTY 
 

Mrs Hammond launched the new Attendance Initiative, for this half 
term, at the start of January. We are holding a Disco party on Thursday 
8th February 2023 (last day of 
term). EYFS will be during the 
school day. Years 1,2 and 3 theme 
will be “I love School” and will be 
held in Key Stage 1 Hall - 3.20pm 
to 4.30pm. 
 

Years 4,5 and 6 theme will be “I love the 90’s” 
and will be in the Key Stage 2 Hall- 3.20pm to 
4.30pm. 

All children who have 100% attendance (or only 
one day off) in the half-term will have a free 
ticket to the Disco and some sweets! 

All other pupils will be able to attend for a £1. 



PLEASE FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK   TWITTER @hillfarmprimary OR VIA FIREFLY

 
 

 
 

KEY DATES 2024 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Year Group Event 

Tuesday 30th January 2024 Reception & Year 1 Phonics Workshops 

Tuesday 6th February 2024 Whole School Safer Internet Day 

Thursday 8th February 2024 Whole School Half Term Disco 

Thursday 8th February 2024 Year 2 Trip to Selly Manor 

Thursday 8th February 2024 School Choir Coundon Manor Residential Home – Afternoon Visit 

Thursday 8th February 2024 Whole School Break up for Half Term – 3:20pm 

Friday 9th February 2024 Whole School School Closed – Teacher Training Day 

Monday 19th February 2024 Whole School School Re-opens – 8:30am 

Friday 23rd February 2024 Whole School Launch of the Community Library 

Tuesday 5th March 2024 Year 3 Greek Day in School 

Thursday 7th March 2024 Whole School World Book Day 

Friday 8th March 2024 Whole School Non-uniform Day for Donation of Easter Eggs  

Monday 11th - 15th March 2024 Whole School British Science Week 

Thursday 14th March 2024 Year 6 Height & Weight Check 

Thursday 21st March 2024 Whole School Easter Bingo Eggtravaganza !! 

Friday 22nd March 2024 Nursery & Reception 
 Years 1 & 2 

Easter Bonnet Parade 

Friday 22nd March 2024 Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 Hard Boiled Egg Decorating Competition 

Friday 22nd March 2024 Whole School Break up for Holidays – 3:20pm 

Monday 8th April 2024 Whole School School Re-opens – 8:30am 

Monday 6th May 2024 Whole School School Closed – Bank Holiday - May day 

Tuesday 7th May 2024 Whole School School Re-opens – 8:30am 

Friday 24th May 2024 Whole School Break up for Half Term – 3:20pm 

Monday 3rd June 2024 Whole School School Re-opens – 8:30am 

Thursday 27th June 2024 Whole School "Wear it White" Disco Party 

Friday 28th June 2024 Whole School School Closed – Teacher Training Day 

Friday 5th July 2024 Whole School Big Summer Bash - 2:00pm 

Tuesday 9th July 2024 Year 3 Lunt Fort Trip 

Friday 19th July 2024 Whole School Break up for Holidays – 3:20pm 

 

PHONICS WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS 
 
 

Learning to read is one of the most important things your child will learn at Hill Farm. Everything else depends on it, so we do 
all we can to make sure every child learns to read as quickly as possible. 

Parents/carers play a vital role in helping their children learn to read and become a successful reader. Join our phonics 
workshops to find out more about how you can support your child at home with their reading journey.  

 
Year 1 Parents are invited to join us on Tuesday 30th January at 9:00am 

 
Reception Parents are invited to join us on Tuesday 30th January at 10:30am 

 

During the workshop you will: 

• Gain an insight into phonics and how it is taught 

• Receive tips and hints to support your child with their reading 

• Experience a Phonics lesson in action and learn the lingo 

• Have an opportunity to read with your child 
 

We look forward to seeing you! 



PLEASE FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK   TWITTER @hillfarmprimary OR VIA FIREFLY

 
 
 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

Good news!   
The library will be open on Friday 23rd February. 

   

Next week - 27 January - 4 February, is National Storytelling Week. 
We hope you will share lots of stories with your children.  Stories are 

everywhere, and a part of all of our lives.  Why not start collecting your 
family stories?  Grab a scrap of paper and write down memorable 

events, family traditions, or silly sayings within your family. Or, you 
could tell your children about your favourite bedtime story.  If you no 
longer have the book, why don't you and your child try to write it in 
your own words, drawing the pictures together, making your own 

book!  Mr Nicholds would love to see these stories. 
 She would love to find space in the library for you to share your stories!  Please bring them in & Mrs Nicholds will photocopy 

them and place in a folder for all the children to see.  
  

LUCNHTIME SUPERVISOR - VACANCY 
 

We currently have a vacancy for a Lunchtime Supervisor. 
If you are interested in applying, please follow the link below: 

 
                                           Lunchtime Supervisor (eteach.com) 

 
 

KITS ACADEMY – HALF TERM ACTIVITIES 
 
 
 

 

https://www.eteach.com/job/lunchtime-supervisor-1396025

