
Getting Unstuck 

Independent Level—Relatively easy to read (95%+ word accuracy) 

Instructional Level—Challenging but manageable for the reader (90% 

word accuracy) 

1. Sound 

Out 

• Fred it! 

• Look for the parts of the word you know; 

• Cover part of the word to break it down into smaller parts; 

• Think about a word that is spelt similarly—could it rhyme? 

2. Read it 

again 

• Did it make sense the first time you read it? Which part didn’t 

make sense? 

• Did you miss a piece of punctuation where you should have 

taken a pause? 

3. Read 

around  

If you’re confused about the meaning of a word: 

• Read the text before the word and after the word; 

• What are the clues in the text telling you?  

• What could the word mean? Why do you think that? 

4. Replace 

If you’re not sure of the meaning of a word: 

• Read the text before the word and after the word; 

• What are the clues in the text telling you?  

• Replace it with a synonym that you think might make sense. 

5. Root 

word 

Look for a root word in a word. For example, mythical has the root 

word myth. If you know a myth is a made up story, a mythical 

creature could be a made up creature!  

“You can't build up a vocabulary if you never meet any new words. And to meet them you 

must read. The more you read the better!” 


