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HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 
VALUE OF THE HALF TERM – Equal Opportunity 
A VALUE IS A PRINCIPLE THAT GUIDES OUR THINKING AND BEHAVIOUR 
Dear Parent/Carer 

 
What an amazing couple of weeks we have had at Hill Farm as we come to 
the end of the Autumn term and look forward to the holidays and 
Christmas festivities. 
The Year 4 children enjoyed their trip to the Black Country Museum 
learning what Christmas was like in Victorian times whilst our nursery and 
reception children enjoyed meeting Father Christmas and watching a 
performance at the Belgrade Theatre. 
The traditional Christmas lunch was a huge success with over 300 meals 
freshly prepared and served! Special thanks to the Dolce staff in the 
kitchen for such a delicious meal – I honestly don’t know how they do it. 
Thank you to our staff who became waiters and waitresses for the 
occasion. 
The choir have been spreading festive cheer at the local residential home 
as well as featuring in the KS2 Carol Concerts – their singing is really quite 
beautiful. Pupils had great fun wearing their Christmas Jumpers and making 
crafts and designing games for the Festive Fair which was very successful – 
even Santa paid a visit. Thank you to everyone that supporting the event as 
we managed to raise almost £900 which will start off the fundraising for a 
new Art and DT area in school. 
The performances this week were excellent. Our youngest children started 
the week performing a ‘very’ wriggly nativity and captivated the audience 
with their singing and dancing. The KS1 children shared with us how 
children celebrate Christmas around the world and really demonstrated 
the impact of the Oracy focus we have in school as the confidence and 
clarity in their speaking and singing was 
way beyond their years. 
 Then there were the Christmas Carol 
concerts which were so beautiful; with the 
hall decked with fairy lights and the sound 
of silent night – it definitely felt like 
Christmas was just a few days away. 

Finally, today, children have come to school in 
their pyjamas at the request of our Charity 
Ambassadors who were thinking of others less 
fortunate and wanted to raise money for 
UNICEF. Thank you to everyone that donated 
today for this worthy cause. 
The fun didn’t stop there though – children were 

treated to breakfast and then a special attendance assembly. Well done to 
all the winners of the Attendance prizes. Next term there will be another 
attendance initiative – look out for details further on in the newsletter. 
Then the winner of the House Cup was announced – well done PHOENIX 
with a massive 5533 points and got to go to the house party. 
That brings the term to a close, once again, thank you for your ongoing 
support. I wish you a very peaceful Christmas and look forward to seeing 
you all again on Tuesday 9th January 2024! 
 

Dawn Wilson – Headteacher 

 
 

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY TIMETABLE 

 
Our Celebration assemblies for Years 1 
to 5 are held in the KS2 Hall and start 
at 9:00am. Year 6 have a monthly 
showcase/celebration assembly 

starting at 2:45pm on Tuesdays. We would love it if you could join us 
with your family and friends. If your child is due to be presented with a 
certificate or an award you will receive an invite to the assembly no 
later than the Wednesday of that week. 

• Watch this Space for News of Assemblies for 2024 
 

ATTENDANCE PRIZES 
 

The attendance initiative 
this term proved very 
successful with 311 children 
achieving 96% or above 
from 7 November up to and 
including 20 December 
2023. Therefore, they were 
in with a chance to win the 

Attendance Raffle prizes. Today Mrs Hammond gave out 40 prizes to 
the lucky winners.  
Mrs Hammond also launched the new Attendance Initiative for the 
next half term. We plan to hold a Disco party on Thursday 8th February 
2023 (last day of term). EYFS will 
be during the school day. Years 1,2 
and 3 theme will be “I love School” 
and will be held in Key Stage 1 
Hall- 3.20pm to 4.30pm. 
 

Years 4,5 and 6 theme will be “I love the 90’s” 
and will be in the Key Stage 2 Hall- 3.20pm to 
4.30pm. 
 
All children who have 100% attendance (or only 
one day off) in the next half-term will   have a 
free ticket to the Disco and some sweets! 
All other pupils will be able to attend for a £1.  

 
 

FUND RAISING FOR UNICEF 
 

So lovely to see so many of 
our children in their pyjamas 

today, raising funds for                       
UNICEF, as asked for by our Charity Ambassadors. 

Thank you for your donations, they are very much appreciated. 

https://birtenshaw.org.uk/birtenshaw-school-re-joins-artsmark/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https://redgates.croydon.sch.uk/music-mark-school-member-2018-2019/&psig=AOvVaw3k3uQbRjYjO10GI2LiG10O&ust=1573730786129223


PLEASE FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK   TWITTER @hillfarmprimary OR VIA FIREFLY

  
 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

 
Firstly, just to let you know that the library furniture has been installed & Mrs Nicholds has been able to 

put some books out on the shelf!  The library will be open to students after Christmas, with an official 
Launch Day to be arranged. 

 
The festive season is a great excuse to share a story with your family. 

You could take turns in reading aloud from a picture book, or a Christmas rhyme, or flick 
through a 2024 Annual if you are lucky enough to get one as a present. 

Sharing stories makes wonderful memories for you to share next year, and the year after, and it may even become a 
tradition for your own little family! 

Mrs Nicholds would like to wish you all Season's Readings and good health for the New Year! 
 

 

KEY DATES 2024  
 
 
 
 
 

Date Year Group Event 

Monday 8th January 2024 Whole School School Closed - Teacher Training Day 

Tuesday 9th January 2024 Whole School School Re-opens 8:30am 

Friday 12th January 2024 Reception Vision Screening 

Monday 5th - 11th February 2024 Whole School Children's Mental Health Week 

Tuesday 6th February 2024 Whole School Safer Internet Day 

Thursday 8th February 2024 Whole School Half Term Disco Party 

Thursday 8th February 2024 Year 2 Trip to Selly Manor 

Thursday 8th February 2024 Whole School Break up for Half Term – 3:20pm 

Friday 9th February 2024 Whole School School Closed – Teacher Training Day 

Monday 19th February 2024 Whole School School Re-opens – 8:30am 

Tuesday 5th March 2024 Year 3 Greek Day in School 

Thursday 7th March 2024 Whole School World Book Day 

Monday 11th - 15th March 2024 Whole School British Science Week 

Thursday 14th March 2024 Year 6 Height & Weight Check 

Thursday 21st March 2024 Whole School Easter Bingo Eggtravaganza !! 

Friday 22nd March 2024 Nursery & Reception 
 Years 1 & 2 

Easter Bonnet Parade 

Friday 22nd March 2024 Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 Hard Boiled Egg Decorating Competition 

Friday 22nd March 2024 Whole School Break up for Holidays – 3:20pm 

Monday 8th April 2024 Whole School School Re-opens – 8:30am 

Monday 6th May 2024 Whole School School Closed – Bank Holiday - May day 

Tuesday 7th May 2024 Whole School School Re-opens – 8:30am 

Friday 24th May 2024 Whole School Break up for Half Term – 3:20pm 

Monday 3rd June 2024 Whole School School Re-opens – 8:30am 

Thursday 27th June 2024 Whole School "Wear it White" Disco Party 

Friday 28th June 2024 Whole School School Closed – Teacher Training Day 

Friday 5th July 2024 Whole School Big Summer Bash - 2:00pm 

Tuesday 9th July 2024 Year 3 Lunt Fort Trip 

Friday 19th July 2024 Whole School Break up for Holidays – 3:20pm 
 

GOODBYE & GOOD LUCK 
Sadly, we are saying goodbye to Mrs Kerby who is moving on to pastures 

new. We wish her every success in her new role and thank her for the 
dedication and support she has shown to the pupils and staff at Hill Farm. 


