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HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 
VALUE OF THE HALF TERM – ALTRUISM 
A VALUE IS A PRINCIPLE THAT GUIDES OUR THINKING AND 
BEHAVIOUR 
Dear Parent/Carer 

I am delighted that the Hill Farm Community Library is officially open 
and that so many of our parents and pupils have already visited. We 
know that reading is the first, and most important, step in a child’s 
education and to have a wonderful library on our school site with 
access to so many exciting books will certainly help children develop a 
love of reading that will last a lifetime. 

A very special thank you to the Lord Mayor 
and Lady Mayoress who officially opened the 
library and were very impressed with both 
the library and the children they met. 

The day was 
made extra 
special by a 
visit from local 
author, Aaron 
Ashmore, who 
led an assembly 

and worked with some of our children.  

If you haven’t already, please pop in and say hello to our school 
librarian, Mrs Nicholds, who will be more than happy to help you and 
your child choose a book. The library is open every day after school 
until 4 pm. 

Thank you to parents who attended the Community Coffee morning on 
Wednesday, and to Pathways Family Hub, The Young Carers Trust and 
St Francis’ church for also attending to support our community. If you 
would like information about these agencies, please contact Mrs Pinks. 

Well done to our year 5 cricket team who 
showed great skills when they played in a 
tournament at Barrs Hill this week. Hill Farm 
won the overall event and Mia won the ‘Most 
Valuable player’ award – we are incredibly 
proud of you all.  

A special well done to our Junior PCSO’s who are working with the 
Community PCSO’s finding out about what their role involves and 
learning lots about the police force. More details can be found within 
this newsletter. 

Finally, please remember that Parents Evenings will be on 12th & 13th 
March and we have a new booking system on Arbor. Letters have been 
sent home with your children today but if you have any problems, 
please contact or pop in to the school office.  

Thank you for your support, 
 

Dawn Wilson – Headteacher 

 
 

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY TIMETABLE 
 

Our Celebration assemblies for Years 
1 to 5 are held in the KS2 Hall and 
start at 9:00am. Year 6 have a 
monthly showcase/celebration 

assembly starting at 2:45pm on Tuesdays. We would love it if you 
could join us with your family and friends. If your child is due to be 
presented with a certificate or an award you will receive an invite 
to the assembly no later than the Wednesday of that week. 
  

• Thursday 7th March - 1JH Class Assembly  

• Friday 8th March - Y1 – Y5 Celebration Assembly 

• Friday 15th March - 4DJ Class Assembly  

• Friday 22nd March – Y1 – Y5 Celebration Assembly 
 
 

ATTENDANCE  
 

  
Hill Farm Primary School is continuing to focus on attendance 

and punctuality. Our aim as school is for every child to achieve at 
least 96% attendance. Whole school attendance is currently  

94.5% 

 
Please don’t let your child miss out on the education they deserve 

 

TIME TO TALK’ APPOINTMENTS 
 

We offer weekly 
 'Time to Talk' 

parent/carer appointments with 
 Miss Roper (SENCO). It is an 

opportunity to talk about any 
questions or concerns you 

might have or to discuss progress, additional needs or SEN support for your 
child. Appointments are available every Wednesday and can be made via 

the office. ‘Time to Talk’ appointments are available 

 at 8:30am or 8:50am.  

https://birtenshaw.org.uk/birtenshaw-school-re-joins-artsmark/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https://redgates.croydon.sch.uk/music-mark-school-member-2018-2019/&psig=AOvVaw3k3uQbRjYjO10GI2LiG10O&ust=1573730786129223
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VAPING 
 

We have been asked by the police, to share 
the following link with you regarding vapes. 

Recently they have received a small 
number of reports of young people 

becoming unwell and collapsing after using 
illegal vapes/illegal e-liquids. 

https://nationalcollege.com/library?q=what+parents+need+to+k
now+about+vaping 
 

NEWSLETTER NATTER 
 

Debate this week's Newsletter Natter  
at home with your family and friends to 

put your Oracy skills to the test. 
 

• It is better to be a teacher than a pupil 
 

EASTER CHOCOLATE DONATION 
 

 
 

Please note next 
Friday 8th March is a 
non-uniform day OR 

dress as your favourite 
character from a book 

in exchange for an 
Easter chocolate 

donation.  
 
 

 

WORLD BOOK DAY 
 

 
We will not be having a dress up day on Thursday 7th March, but 
there will be a range of events in school to celebrate World Book 

Day including the ‘Masked Reader’ where children will have to 
guess which teacher is reading their favourite story. 

 

FORGOTTEN ITEMS 
 

If you have forgotten 
anything for your child’s day; 

lunch box, drink, PE kit or 
swimming kit, please ensure 
you drop it off to the school 

office by 9:30am, as we 
cannot guarantee that the items will reach the class after this time. 
 
 

 
 

POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS (PCSO) 
 

Ten of our year 5 students are 
taking part in the Junior PCSO 
scheme. This scheme allows 
children to participate in the role of 
a Police community officer. They 
will take part in a morning and 
afternoon parking patrols around 

school, a community litter pick, 
support with speed watch or 
conducting a road safety assembly. 
They will remain in their Junior role 
for the rest of the year and we will 
share their journey with you. 
 
This week they were 

• practising the Phonetic alphabet 

• finding out what it is like to wear handcuffs, and 

• exploring the community police van 
 

      
 

FREE BOOKS 
 

To develop a love of reading for 
all our pupils and promote 

reading at home, we are giving 
away FREE books. Every Friday, 

until the library opens there 
will be a selection of children’s 
books you can take to stock up 
your library at home. Reading 

with your children is one of the most important things you can do – even if 
it is just a story at bedtime both you and your child will create happy 

memories of reading that last a lifetime. 
 

PARKING  
 

We have received several complaints from 
our neighbours regarding parking around 
the school, at drop off and pick up times. 

Please try and be considerate when you are 
parking your car. 

Our junior PCSOs may soon be on patrol 
with the PCSOs. 

 

ARBOR 

 
Don’t forget to log on to Arbor, as we will be using it a lot more 

going forwards. The latest change is that you are now able to book 
your Parent Evening slot for 12th & 13th March, via our Arbor 

system now. 

https://nationalcollege.com/library?q=what+parents+need+to+know+about+vaping
https://nationalcollege.com/library?q=what+parents+need+to+know+about+vaping
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KEY DATES 2024 
 
 

Date Year Group Event 

Tuesday 5th March 2024 Applicable Children MMR Immunisation Session 

Tuesday 5th March 2024 Year 3 Greek Day in School 

Tuesday 5th March 2024 Year 5 Athletics Challenge - Barrs Hill School 

Thursday 7th March 2024 Whole School World Book Day 

Thursday 7th March 2024 Class 1JH Class Assembly – 9:00am KS2 Hall 

Friday 8th March 2024 Whole School Non-uniform Day for Donation of Easter Eggs  

Friday 8th March 2024 Applicable Parents Y1 – Y5 Celebration Assembly – 9:00am KS2 Hall 

Monday 11th – 15th March 2024 Whole School British Science Week 

Tuesday 12th & 13th March 2024 Whole School Parents Evenings 

Monday 11th March 2024 Year 1 Florence Nightingale Workshop in School 

Wednesday 13th March 2024 Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 Rocksteady Concert – 9:00am 

Thursday 14th March 2024 Year 6 Height & Weight Check 

Friday 15th March 2024 Class 4DJ Class Assembly – 9:00am KS2 Hall 

Thursday 21st March 2024 Whole School Easter Bingo Eggtravaganza !! 

Friday 22nd March 2024 Nursery & Reception 
 Years 1 & 2 

Easter Bonnet Parade 

Friday 22nd March 2024 Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 Hard Boiled Egg Decorating Competition 

Friday 22nd March 2024 Whole School Break up for Holidays – 3:20pm 

Monday 8th April 2024 Whole School School Re-opens – 8:30am 

Monday 6th May 2024 Whole School School Closed – Bank Holiday - May day 

Tuesday 7th May 2024 Whole School School Re-opens – 8:30am 

Friday 24th May 2024 Whole School Break up for Half Term – 3:20pm 

Monday 3rd June 2024 Whole School School Re-opens – 8:30am 

Thursday 27th June 2024 Whole School "Wear it White" Disco Party 

Friday 28th June 2024 Whole School School Closed – Teacher Training Day 

Friday 5th July 2024 Whole School Big Summer Bash - 2:00pm 

Tuesday 9th July 2024 Year 3 Lunt Fort Trip 

Friday 19th July 2024 Whole School Break up for Holidays – 3:20pm 

LIBRARY CORNER 
I am pleased to announce that the Library is now open to the students 
and their families! The children really enjoyed Launch Day - welcoming 

local author Aaron Ashmore in the morning, visiting the library and 
receiving their free commemorative books from the school.  In the 

afternoon the Lord and Lady Mayor opened the library, and we also 
welcomed Ms Michele Marr, CEO of Castle Phoenix Trust.  

 
From Wednesday 6th March you are all welcome to come, browse, 
and take a book between 3:20 - 4pm. Books can be borrowed for 1 

week and must then be returned or renewed. 
There are plenty of chairs and comfortable seating in the library so you could share a story 

with your child before you leave. 
I would love it if you could make your visit a weekly event! 

I would like to take the opportunity to announce a book amnesty!  If you have any books with a barcode 
inside please return them to school, either to your child's class or to me in the library.  Children will 

receive a Values Token for each book returned. 
Finally, over the next few months I hope to plan some events in the library for the local community, 

which parents can attend with their children.  I hope to see you then! 
 Mrs Nicholds 


